TEMPLATE FOR CMaP PROJECT

Each participant who participated in the CMaP workshop signed an agreement to conduct a CMaP project and write up. This template is provided to you as a guide for the CMaP project you agreed to conduct with your students.

Please complete a detailed write-up of your CMaP project using this template. Use the kind of language and detail so other teachers can take your project to conduct in their classrooms. An archive of CMaP projects will be made available for Utah educators.

Project Title:  Trash Detectives
Created by:  Jennifer Ipson and Shanda Thornell
Class:  Canyons CMaP 2012
	Project Description
	Our Kindergarten class will learn about the importance of keeping our environment clean and how they can help to do that.  Our custodian will come in and discuss how he helps to keep our school community clean.  Our class will partner with a buddy class to go around the school grounds, and using GPS mark the areas where they find litter.  After marking the location with the GPS, the students will also take pictures of the trash to use as evidence when presenting the information gathered to the principal.  I will compile their data and we will create a map that shows the areas with the greatest concentration of trash.  We will discuss as a class why we believe people leave their trash out, and what we could do as a class to improve this.  I will help suggest the idea of new trash bins outside.  We will then present our findings to the school principal and propose buying new trash containers to be placed outside.  


	Community Issue or Problem Selected

-How project evolved?
	We have noticed that our school grounds have a good deal of litter that never gets picked up.  We believe a good part of the problem is that there is only one trash bin outside and we have community sports that are held there after school hours, as well as all the students during their lunch hour recess.  We would like our students to understand how to help keep their school community clean.  


	Community Partner(s)
	Kenna Sorensen—Draper Elementary Principal
Dave Nuzman--- Draper Elementary Custodian


	Project Objectives


	The Kindergarten students will create a map of the areas on our school grounds that have the most amounts of trash and litter.  They will present the information to the school principal and custodian and recommend getting more trash bins in those particular areas. The issue might arise of who empties out the outside trash bins.  We could suggest the Dragon council empties the trash bins, or the high-school sweepers who clean the school.


	Utah Core Standards/Objectives

	Standard 2 
(Citizenship): Students will recognize their roles and responsibilities of being a good citizen. 

        Objective 1 
     Demonstrate appropriate ways to behave in different settings.
          E: Demonstrate respect for others, leaders, and the environment.
Standard 3 
(Geography): Students will use geographic terms and tools.
      Objective 1 
       Identify geographic terms that describe their surroundings


	Essential Question(s)
-Spatial Issue
	What can we do to help reduce the amount of litter on our playground?  How can we help keep our school grounds neat and tidy?


	Assessments (rubrics, scoring guides)
	Students will be assessed based on informal observation and participation.  There will be a final class discussion following the presentation, and student comments will be noted. Kindergarten is a time more of exploration and introduction.  Rather than actually giving a grade to the students on this, I would be more focused on whether the students are participating or not.  I would a do a fairly simple participation grade.  If the students are doing their part in the project they will get credit for participating. 

4: student completed tasks and put in best effort on the project

3: student completed tasks but did not put in best effort on the project

2: student did not complete the tasks but did at least put in some effort on the project

1: student did not even attempt tasks for project



	Project Products

	Each child will collect data on where he or she finds trash on the playground.  Students will collect waypoints and they will take a digital picture of the trash. I would create a map showing this data. Students will also create posters showing why it is important to them to have a clean playground.  We will then use all of these items in our presentation to the principal and custodian.



	Project Timeline

(include a step by step Procedures)
	Day one:

Talk with students about the importance of keeping our environment clean. Have school custodian come in and discuss with students what he does to keep our school community clean, and what they can do to help keep our school community clean.

Day two:

Discuss the playground trash problem together with students.  With a buddy class, collect data.  Each kindergartener will be partnered up with a buddy to help him or her use the GPS.  Students will go out to the playground to gather data.  Each student will be assigned a portion of the playground to mark.  Every time they spot trash, they will mark the waypoint and take of picture of the trash found. 

(after data is collected, I will put the data together into a map to show the students)

Day 3:

Show students the data they collected on the map.  Talk about the problem.  Ask essential questions and brainstorm solutions. Discuss as a class why we believe people leave their trash out, and what we could do as a class to improve this.  I will help suggest the idea of new trash bins outside.  Have each child prepare a poster showing why it is important to him or her to have a clean playground.

Day 4:

As a class meet with school principal and custodian to share findings.  Students will present their posters and as a class we will share the map.  Students will then tell the principal our proposal of what can be done to help fix the problem.


	Resources Needed
	· GPS for each pair of students
· Digital camera for each pair of students

· Mapmaking program on computer

· Materials for creating posters

	Skills Required
	Students will need to be able to use a GPS to mark waypoints.  They also need to be able to use a digital camera to take pictures.


	Project Team Member Roles
	Teacher(s):  
The teacher will introduce students to the concepts of environmental cleanliness and citizenship.  They will coordinate with the custodian and a buddy class to work with the students to complete the mapping of litter on the playground.  The teacher will also upload the coordinates to make a map showing the high level areas of trash concentration.  The teacher will assist students in putting together a small presentation to inform the principal and custodian of their findings.    
Students:

  Students will go around the school grounds with a buddy class and mark waypoints (using their GPS) in the areas that they find litter.  They will then use the map compiled by the teacher to create posters and a presentation for the principal to propose putting in new trash cans. 
Partner(s):

  The custodian will help educate students on his job in keeping the school clean and how they can help do their part.  He and the principal will both listen to the students’ presentation on proposal concerning better ways to keep the school grounds clean.  

	Celebration/Presentation
	Students will present their findings, posters, and the map that was made to the principal and custodian.  As a class we will then celebrate together with a class party.  (


	Project Evaluation

	Evaluation based on participation, posters the students have made, and discussion as well as the presentation given.  


	Project Bibliography
	No outside resources used.  


	Plans for Future CMaP Activities
	In the future, this project could be furthered by discussing how recycling also helps our environment and how as a school we could do better at recycling.  Students could survey other classes to find out about the knowledge levels concerning recycling.  



