Social Studies Focus:

People and Farms:
Goal: students describe how basic human needs, such as food and clothing, can be met.

Prerequisites: In order for the students to be able to reach this goal they must have the following skills:
· Be able to differentiate between needs and wants
· Be able to vocalize their own understanding of concepts

Group/Learner Characteristics: In an earlier unit this year, the class has already had a lesson and practice opportunities for the concept of needs vs. wants.  As a whole, the class did very well with this topic.  It would be good to quickly review the difference between needs and wants before moving into this lesson.  The teacher would also want to make sure to stress that for this lesson, we are focusing on some basic needs.

Learning Activities:

Different Types of Farms:
The nature of the social studies curriculum is that it builds on itself through the primary grades.  So the foundations are set in kindergarten, and then it is expounded upon and added to in first and second grade.  The goal with this lesson is really to give the students an introduction to the idea of how these needs are met.  They do not need to become experts on all the ins and outs of the topic at this time, as the topic will be addressed again in the next couple years, but they should gain a general understanding and groundwork on the topic.
Learning Objective:
In groups of 4 or 5, students will be able to create a farm diorama accurately showing the resources found on their assigned type of farm and report on their farm to the class with accurate information.  This will be accomplished through the following activities:
1. The teacher will show a PowerPoint presentation introducing the 5 types of farms: dairy, food, orchard, animal, and ranch.  Students and teacher will discuss the aspects of the various types of farms and discuss what resources come from each type of farm.
2. Students will be broken into groups by table.  Each table will be assigned one type of farm. Each table will be given materials needed to create a diorama of that type of farm, as well as review information about the farm. Students will work on project during center time for a week.
3. Students will then share their farm dioramas with the rest of the class pointing out the resources found on their type of farm.

Feedback and Evaluation:
As students work on their farm dioramas, the teacher will be circulating through the room giving input and assisting students as needed.  The final evaluation on this project will be done with a rubric evaluating the following: project completed, information shared accurate and complete, diorama done correctly.
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